Arts Council ofthe Morris Area

Who Knew a Fundraiser Could Be So Much Fun?

onversations Was G HE AT I
“bringing the art of conversation to life” ]

Clockwise: Former State Senator Leanna Brown with Conversationalist, Keynote Speaker and Former Governor Thomas Kean; Newark Museum
Executive Director and Conversationalist Mary Sue Sweeney Price, George Jenkins and Arts Council Trustee Toni Jones; Rutgers Professor,
author, and Conversationalist, Dr. Clement Price, and Arts Council Trustee Cheryl Ellis; Conversationalist Dr. Emlyn Koster, President & CEO,
Liberty Science Center, with Jodi Marcus, Executive Director of Children’s Community Museum.

Just look at the faces and you’ll see what we mean! On March 26th, nearly 200 individuals enjoyed the
Arts Council of the Morris Area’s exciting new fund-raising event, Great Conversations, which took place
at the beautiful Morristown Hyatt. With this unique evening, the Arts Council stepped away from high
speed electronic interactions, fashion statements and passive entertainment and instead returned to the
highly valued art of conversation for a stimulating and delightful evening. The Arts Council brought together
a diverse group of accomplished people who have contributed significantly to the vibrancy of our commu-
nity and who offered a wealth of interests and information as the starting point for great conversations.

It was an evening full of opportunity to explore new ideas and discover new interests beginning with a
reception attended by all the Conversationalists and dinner guests. The reception was followed by a dinner
at which each Conversationalist was seated with a number of guests to explore ideas and share thoughts.
Everyone was encouraged to participate.

Great Conversations also offered the Arts Council the opportunity to demonstrate the connection between
the arts and the rest of our world. The arts enrich our lives in multiple ways — as a critical element in our
children’s education, stimulating our economy, strengthening our communities, teaching us understanding
and providing a source of inspiration and healing.

(continued on page 3)

Music to Fill the Air at the
26th Giralda Lawn Concent
on June 28, 2009

Join the fun and herald the start of summer
with this much beloved and very affordable
event. For the 26th season, the Arts Council
will present a concert by the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra on the beautiful lawns
of Giralda Farms Corporate Park (the former
Geraldine R. Dodge estate). This year’s
event will also include some exciting new
additions: an exhibit of art by various
professional artists; children’s activities
including a crafts project provided by the
Community Children’s Museum; a special
prize for the top Victorian picnic — spon-
sored by the Morris County Historical
Society as part of Acorn Hall's annual

Victorian Weekend.
(continued on page 4)

Enjoying the picnic fare at Giralda.

Thanks

to our very generous recent funders whose
support makes our work possible: The
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation; The
Horizon Foundation for New Jersey;
Verizon of New Jersey; Riker, Danzig,
Scherer, Hyland & Perretti, LLP.
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May We Have the Envelope Please?

On May 14th, in the restored gardens and Gilded Age Mansion at Fairleigh Dickinson University,
the Arts Council of the Morris Area held its annual Celebrate the Arts event and presented its 2009
Awards for Outstanding Arts Advocate: David Grant (President & CEQ) and The Geraldine R.
Dodge Foundation; Outstanding Arts Organization: The Arts at Diamond Spring/New Jersey
Foundation for the Blind; Outstanding Corporation/Business: Marty’s Reliable Cycle;
Outstanding Arts Educator: Lori B. Lawrence; and Outstanding Professional in the Arts: Anne
Kullaf. The event was sponsored by The MCM Group of Smith Barney. Each recipient thanked the
Arts Council but, with his customary graciousness, Dodge Foundation President David Grant
returned the compliments thus: “Receiving an award for Arts Advocacy from the Arts Council of the
Morris Area is a little like having Derek Jeter say he likes your hustle or having Brad Pitt tell you
that you look cool.” Nearly 200 members of the arts community shared in this heady and exciting
celebration of the arts — an evening of tribute to the power of the arts to inspire, heal and teach.
Eric Hafen, Artistic Director of the Bickford Theatre, presented the awards.

The event was also an occasion to celebrate the future, introducing this year’s talented graduating
high school seniors who won the Arts Council’s two scholarships. Dancer Edward “Teddy”
Tedholm, a Rockaway resident graduating from Morris Hills High School in Rockaway, won the
Eugenie Coladarci Arts Scholarship ($1,250) and pianist Yuging Meng, a graduating senior at
Madison High School in Madison, won the Elaine Ehlers Arts Scholarship ($4,250). In the fall, Teddy
will attend the University of the Arts in Philadelphia on full scholarship and Yuging will attend the
joint program at Harvard and New England Conservatory.

The evening also included an exhibition by blind and visually impaired artists from The Arts at
Diamond Spring program, the screening of a short documentary on the Arts Council’s Mural Arts
Project and a spectacular performance of Mily Balakirev’s intensely difficult /slamey: An Oriental
Fantasy by scholarship winner Yuging Meng.

Additional photos and specific information about the awardees can be found on the Arts Council
website, www.morrisarts.org by clicking on Annual Celebration of the Arts/ Awards Ceremony.

1) All Awardees from Rear L-R: Yuging Meng (Ehlers Scholarship), “Teddy” Tedholm (Coladarci Scholarship),
Jamie Brink-Grant (Shakespeare Theatre of NJ, Special Recognition); David Grant (President/CEO of Geraldine R.
Dodge Foundation; Outstanding Arts Advocate); Bonnie Monte (Artistic Director, Shakespeare Theatre of NJ,
Special Recognition); Front L-R: Marty Epstein (Founder, Owner of Marty’s Reliable Cycle; Outstanding Corporation/
Business); Anne Kullaf (Outstanding Professional in the Arts); Iris Torres (Arts at Diamond Spring/NJ Foundation for
the Blind; Outstanding Arts Organization); Lori B. Lawrence (Outstanding Arts Educator); 2) L-R: 2009 Scholarship
Winners Yuging Meng (Ehlers) and Edward “Teddy” Tedholm (Coladarci); 3) Eric Hafen (Artistic Director, Bickford
Theatre); 4) attendees; 5) Dr. Anne Matlack (Artistic Director, Harmonium) with Kevin Coughlin (Star Ledger,
Technical Editor); 6) artwork by participants in Art at Diamond Spring program, NJ Foundation for the Blind;

7) L-R: Carole Hendrickson (teaching artist) with Dr. Virginia Butera (Chair, Art Department, College of St. Elizabeth)
and Anne Aronovitch (Executive Director, Arts Council of the Morris Area).
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The stellar 26 host Conversationalists included Dr. J. Michael Adams; (“Mr. Ray”) Ray
Andersen; Dennis M. Bone; Elizabeth G. Christopherson; Thomas R. Curtin, Esq.; Gary Fisch;
David Grant; Roberta Guaspari-Tsavaras; Eric Hafen; Paul Hostetter; Dr. Emlyn Koster;
Hon. Thomas H. Kean (keynote speaker); John J. Kowalik; William J. Marino; Sassona Norton;
John B.A. Nye; Bart Oates; Frank Previte; Dr. Clement Alexander Price; Mary Sue Sweeney
Price; Sister Francis Raftery; Craig C. Shelton; Harry Simon; Julia Somers; Frank Sprow; and
Dr. Robert Weisbuch.

Clockwise: Arts Council Board President Alan Levitan with Trustee and event Co-Chair Joen Ferrari; Sculptor and

Conversationalist Sassona Norton; Lesley Parness of the Morris County Park Commission talks with Vice President
of the Arts Council, Dick Eger; Wine expert and Conversationalist Gary Fisch.
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will be back next year, by popular demand!
Save the Date: MARCH 25, 2010....we’ll see you then!
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